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The Leading Voice for 
Business in Bishop’s Stortford

the latest news from 
the Chamber at our 
Facebook page - 

Bishop’s Stortford 
Chamber of Commerce.

The 96th Annual General 
Meeting of the Chamber of 
Commerce was held on 26 
March at Rhodes.

After four years of dedicated service 
to The Chamber, Mike Allen stepped 
down as Chairman. President Bob 
Lee thanked Mike for excellent work 
he had done as Chairman and in the 
years prior to that as a member of 
the Committee.

Lee Freeman accepted the 
nomination to be the next Chairman 
and was unanimously elected. Paul 
Forster was re-elected as Treasurer 
and Bob Lee as President. Paul 
Fishpool was re-elected as Auditor

In addition to Lee, Paul and Bob, 
the following were elected to the 
Committee: 

Steve Cooper, Handelsbanken
Simon La Frenais, HSBC Bank
Joanne Lezemore, Lezemore 
Solicitors
Simon Lovick, Price Bailey
Polly Mead, Tees Law
John Stigwood, Nockolds
Mark Stigwood, Attwaters  
Jameson Hill
The statement of Accounts and the 
budget for 2015/16 were presented 

and approved. Copies are available 
on request to the Chamber office.

Future of the Chamber
A significant item of business was 
the future status of the Chamber. 
The Committee is considering 
how to modernise the Chamber 
functions and deliver benefits to 
the members. At the moment, the 
Chamber is an informal association 
which aims to promote its members 
within the local community and to 
government. Several local Chambers 
have incorporated into companies 
limited by guarantee, with the 
chambers’ members also becoming 
members of the company. A 
company Limited by guarantee 

would provide a 
framework that 
would enable us to 
provide other services 
to members through 
the company structure 
and as with any 
company, it would 
benefit the committee 
members in that the 
structure would have 
limited liability.

There are several 
issues to consider 
with incorporation, 
including seeking 

clearance to do so and use the 
“Chamber of Commerce” name 
from the British Chambers of 
Commerce. The Committee have 
asked Paul Forster and Mark 
Stigwood to investigate whether 
an incorporation would be right 
for BSCoC and how this should 
be done. Timing for any proposed 
incorporation would also be 
considered by the Committee.

We will keep members informed  
on developments.

Annual General 
Meeting Report
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Forthcoming Events
12 May Jonathan Linsley Employment  
 Solicitor : Tees Law

28 May Speed Networking, Water Lane

2 June Edwin Whittingham Chairman of  
 IOD Hertfordshire

3 July Chamber Golf Day Manor of Groves

9 June Harlow Business Exhibition

8 October Meet the Buyers

21 October Bishop’s Stortford Means Business

Welcome new members
Kate Lawrence Cleanbrite

Steve Leavy Victor Hawkins

Martin Hardy Clive Emson Auctioneers

Kevin Concannon Water Lane  Bar & Restaurant

Booking for stands at the next Bishop’s Stortford 
Means Business exhibition is now open, and over 
a third of the stands have already been taken. As 
previously, it is being held at the Rhodes Centre and 
will take place on 21 October. The event has been 
running since 2001 and the 2014 exhibition was the 
biggest yet, attracting a large number of visitors 
from both the public and business.

More details can be found at www.bsmb.co.uk, or 
you can email exhibition@bsmb.co.uk.

Chamber Golf Day
The Chamber’s 4th annual Golf Day is taking place 
on Friday 3rd July at Manor of Groves. This is a 
part of the Chamber’s programme of fund raising 
to buy a hoist for St Clare Hospice.

Entry fee is just £150 for 
a team of four including 
dinner. Even if you are 
not a regular golfer, 
the event offers a great 
opportunity to invite 
clients and colleagues and 
enjoy an afternoon away 
from the office, whilst 
raising money for a very 
worthwhile cause.

If you are interested in 
entering a team please 
contact Lee Freeman on 
07803 246737 or via email at lee.freeman@auditel.
co.uk. There are also sponsorship opportunities 
available so please contact Lee to discuss these as well.

Bishop’s Stortford  
Means Business

Friday 3rd July 2015, Manor of Groves
High Wych, Sawbridgeworth

Arrival: 1pm for tea, coffee and bacon rolls. Followed by 18 holes of golf 
and a Charity Dinner, including raffle and auction.

Chamber members £150 for a team of 4, non-members £200 for a team of 4.
St Clare Hospice has been established since 1990, providing 
pallliative care to thousands within the area since that time. 

Annual
Charity
Golf Day

all proceeds to

B I S H O P ’ S  S T O R T F O R D  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E

Sponsorship opportunities are available.
To enter a team or discuss sponsorship please email Lee Freeman
at lee.freeman@auditel.co.uk or call 07803 246737.
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Quiz Night
Watch this space for details 
of the popular, forthcoming 
Chamber Quiz Night.

The Chamber is holding a Speed Networking 
evening at Water Lane Bar & Restaurant on 
Thursday 28th May. Meet in the Cellar Bar at 
6.00pm where Joanne Lezemore of JL Lezemore 
Solicitors will be the facilitator. This is a great way 
to add to your local business contacts in a very 
pleasant and convivial way.  
The event is free of charge, but please book via 
secretary@bschamber.org for catering purposes. 

www.bschamber.org

S U P P O R T I N G

Please join us at: 
Great Hadham Golf & Country Club
Great Hadham Road, Much Hadham

Tuesday 12th May 2015
8am for 8.30am

Speaker:

Jonathan Insley
Employment solicitor

of
Tess Law

“Shared Parental Leave and family friendly rights:  
the key points you need to know”

a���PREBOOKED�s�a������ON�THE�DAY
(Bookings cancelled after 5th May 2015 will be charged)
t: ��������������e: secretary@bschamber.org

Card payments accepted by telephone

Supporting Bishop’s Stortford Carnival 
provides a great opportunity to reach a 
local audience. Up to 12,000 people Bishop’s 
Stortford and surrounding areas enjoyed 
Bishop’s Stortford Carnival last year by 
joining the crowds at our Carnival Parade, 
Fun Day on Sworders Field or by taking part 
themselves.
The opportunity exists for local community 
spirited businesses to raise their profile.
We have a number of sponsorship options 
available.
This is your opportunity to give something 
back and inspire your workforce at the same 
time.
Bishop’s Stortford Carnival is not for profit and 
allows many local charities and non profit 
organisations to raise much needed funds.

For further information visit:
Bishop’s Stortford Tourist 
Information Centre.
2 Market Square, 
Bishop’s Stortford, 
Herts CM23 3UU
Telephone: 01279 715 001
email:  
carnival@bishopsstortford.org
www.bishopsstortfordtc.gov.uk

Bishop’s Stortford Carnival Sponsorship Packages 2015

calling all local 
businesses!

Speed Networking at Water Lane
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Noticeboard
Is designed and printed by Marketing Kinetics
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Firstly let me 
introduce myself, 
as for those who 
do not know 
Mike Allen has 
stepped down as 
Chairman of the 
Chamber and I 
was elected in 
his place at the 
recent AGM, 
more of which 
later on in the 
newsletter. I 
would however 
like to extend 
my warm thanks 
to Mike on 
behalf of the 

Chamber for the tireless work he put in over the 
years and I wish him all the best in his new career. 
My name is Lee Freeman and I have been a chamber 
member for nearly 5 years since starting my own 
strategic cost management business in March 2010. 
I live in Sawbridgeworth, married with 5 children and 
1 grandchild as we speak with the second due for 
delivery in the next month or so. I am sure I know lots 
of you but look forward to meeting those I don’t know 
over the coming months. 

This piece will hopefully become a regular piece of the 
newsletter and will help to improve the communication 
between the Committee, myself and you as members. 
I will also be interested to hear your views on areas 
that you believe the Chamber should be helping local 
business with and to aid that process we have set up a 
separate email address for me, chairman@bschamber.
org, so please feel free to email me your thoughts.

I will also be letting you know of some initiatives 
over the coming months which will add value to your 
membership as Chamber members and improve the 
benefits that you receive from the membership. The 
first initiative that I can announce is that we have 
formed a working relationship with a number of the 
other business chambers throughout Hertfordshire 
and are joining forces on certain areas to represent 
businesses across the whole of Hertfordshire. This 
relationship extends to being able to book events held 
by the other Chambers, which I have listed below, at 
member rates and so I would hope that you would 
take advantage of some of these fantastic events 
being held. The Chambers currently involved are 
ourselves, Welwyn and Hatfield, St Albans, Watford, 
Rickmansworth, with I am sure others to follow.

Please feel free to visit their websites and see their list 
of upcoming events, but there are 3 I would like to 
draw your particular attention to:

s�7INNING�THROUGH�)NNOVATION��EVENT�� � �
 discussing 3D printing held at the University  
 of Hertfordshire at 12pm on 29 April 2015. Book 
 via Welwyn and Hatfield’s Chamber website.

s St Albans Business week being held from 
 Monday 22nd to Friday 26th June and full 
 details are on the St Albans Chamber website.

s 600th anniversary celebration of Agincourt. 
 Lunch held at Moor Park Golf Club on 23 
 October 2015. I am hoping to host a Bishop’s 
 Stortford Chamber table at this event so please 
 let me know if you are interested in attending.

That’s it from me for this issue so I wish you all a profitable 
month and please look out for further announcements on 
changes we are making here at the Chamber.

Lee Freeman, Chairman

View from the Chair

Sponsor Opportunity 
Would your company like to sponsor the Noticeboard?
Noticeboard is printed 6 times a year and distributed to all Chamber members, business contacts, 
libraries and points of information. Sponsors get an advertisement as a part of the package, which 
costs only £100. 

Please contact Carole, Chamber Secretary on: 01279 505 953


